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of the more important organs, and diagrams of the complicated pathways of the nerves to many
of the viscera, summarise the informat:on for ready reference, and from time to time summaries
of the outstanding points dealt wvith are made in the text. The later chapters deal with the regions
of the body from head to toe, and if the section on the limbs is short, this can be expla:ned by a
consideration of all the relevant data in earlier sections. The writing is in general easy to follow,
but occas;onally the meaning may be a little obscure on first reading. A full list of references,
covering twenty-eight pages, and an excellent index are given at the end, and add greatly to the
value of the book for specialist and general reader alike. This work can be strongly recommended
to all those who wvish to read a clear account of the innervation of the heart and blood vessels,
and to have the clinical applicat:ons of this knowvledge presented at the same time. It is also a
useful reference book, and has a vast literature, both ancient and modern, condensed into a very
readable compass. W. R. M. M.
AN INTRODUCTION TO DERMATOLOGY. By G. H. Percival, M.D., Ph.D.,
F.R.C.P., D.P.H. Twelfth Edition. (Pp. vii + 374; figs. 256. 45s.)
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone, 1956.
TIIE twelfth edition of this book, so well known to students, is welcomed and there are signs of
very complete and careful revision, and in many cases rewriting of large sections since the
eleventh edition was published in 1947. There are now 374 pages and 256 illustrations, of' which
188 are in full colour, so that, although the price has been increased by ten shillings, this is still
exceedingly good value for money. The eleventh edition contained many errors in spelling and
printing, but it would appear that all of those which were not:ced by the present reviewer have
been corrected. Some of the photographs in the eleventh edition were poor. It is a pleasure indeed
to find that these photographs have now been removed and replaced by much better ones. In fact,
this textbook for students contains as good a set of dermatological photographs as is available
anywhere at the moment. Professor Perc:val still sticks to his highly unorthodox classification of
eczema-dermatitis group of skin diseases, and there is no doubt that this must be a considerable
handicap to students learning dermatology in other schools.
Certain sections of the book have been completely rewritten. The pemphigoid group of conditions
has been brought up to date. The antibiotics, sulphones, quinine derivatives, A.T.C.H., and
cortisone have all been introduced into the.r appropriate chapters (why 3 per cent. aureomycin
yet 1 per cent. terramycin ?-page 176 in treatment of impetigo). The section on ringworm has
been rewritten and is now very clear.
The book is beautifully produced, and with the considerable improvements which have been
made in this edition it seems very likely indeed that this book will be much in demand. J. M. B.
ALCOHOLISM: A Manual for Students and Practitioners. By Lincoln Williams,
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. (Pp. x + 59. 8s. 6d.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone, 1956.
THIS little monograph of fifty-eight pages is well written and attractively arranged, and may be
recommended to medical students and practitioners. The author wrote it following a visit to
the United States, where he was greatly impressed, not only by the work being undertaken by
Dr. W. L. Voegtlin and Dr. F. Lemere of The Shadel Sanitarium, Seattle, but also by the interest
taken in America in the social and preventive aspects of the problem through Alcoholics Anonymous
and other groups.
There is an interesting comment on the origin of the word "teetotal." The word apparently came
:nto use on account of the idiosyncrasy of the secretary of a certain New York temperance society
who was in the habit of putting a capital "T" after the names of those people who had taken
the total abstinence pledge, so that he could conveniently find the "T" total.
Chapters are given on drinking patterns, personality factors, heredity and the mental and
physical effects of alcohol and medico-legal aspects. Chapter 10 is devoted to methods of treatment
and contains a detailed account of and explicit directions for carrying out the conditioned reflex
treatment and also includes notes on apormorphine and antabuse. R. S. A.
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